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IN REPLY, REFER TO:

24 MAR 1993 =

| .7330-7/1700a3 .
Honorable Bill Hefner

RECEIVED
House of Representatives ‘

2470 Rayburn House Office Building - ' » : o | APR 1 3'993

Washington, D.C. 20515
¢ FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Dear Congressman Hefner: : OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of February 22, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission’s Rules governing the private
land mobile radio_services overating in _the freauencv bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users.- Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no

adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents’ concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in tlhie Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will

continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituents’
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

i%EE%EEL\§Q§§;;£é£§;&\£l
Richard™3- Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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January 31, 1993

- The Honorable Bill H'efﬁer . o . o RECE!VED L .

United Statcs Senate

© Washington, D.C: 20510 * * ST ‘F_EB'2'2'19'93'_'

‘ Congressman w... rimer
Re: PR Docket 92-235 Washmgtm. D.C.

Dear Senator Hefner:

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes. :

Our radio control frequencies are in the. 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in
this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either interfering with other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules

-are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If
the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
point. They are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contest where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.



I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may. not think we
are as businessusers of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and
our radio cquipment. The hobby provides many hours of en]oyment to thousands of

i .people like myséelf -and contributes to the advancement and development of the ‘
f ,commeraal aviation mdustry : S : L

please help me commue the safe enjoyment of my. pastifne by not allowing the FCC.to
carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

S N N -

QS X— Lar‘\\ O\I(Q\or(\, ‘\o ch\QLQ "\'\v\tsc qu\ob
w\x w‘\\\ he {olué Yo C,re,o‘\(’r o&_serious \SQ(}QY ?‘Oucr\

})\.( US\\ ns '\'\'\Cﬁ"\



" February 10, 1993 -

- constructors
INCORPORATED

The Honorable W.G. Hefner
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Bill:

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235, If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently

assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes.

I took up this hobby about three years ago. I derive many hours of enjoyment and
mental relaxation from constructing and flying radio controlled model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in
this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able
to share the band without either use interfering with the other. —

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrow-
er bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for

radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules
are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control fre-
quencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the

remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

1100 Robeson Street * P. O. Box 3645 * Phone: (919) 485-2135 ¢ Fayetteville, N. C. 28305




The Honorable W.G. Hefner
| February 10; 1993
‘Page Two

Please understand that the model airplanes that my club members and I build have wing
spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 20 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are '
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage,
serious injury, or even death i1f radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies
in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

) qu cep hnlr pa rantipsn the anfawnismnent of _wir nnetime_bir nat nllorzsdan + ;_‘E‘SJ‘: f fud-ataay
- : g = %

1 !
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Also, unless put out of operation by this FCC rule change, our club, PIEDMONT AEROMODELERS
R-C CLUB, is sponsoring the regional IMAA Fly-In in May, 1993. This event will be
attended by giant scale flyers from all over the southeastern United States. When more

details are available we will send you-—a pe::sana1 invitation to rmgumm:\f-lfu‘l 'Iy

built airplanes and watch how these people can fly these planes via remote control.

Sincerely,

Graham T. Moore
President

GTM/ab
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Dear Representative A

I have been interest n aviation for as long as I can remember.
I am very active in my local club "THE YARD BIRDS”, whose members
enjoy constructing and operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are.currently under
. consideration by the Federal Commuqiqatibnq:Cqmmission»(FCC); The
‘proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will’
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for

model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

‘Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz bands.  This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and reatranding the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the S50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our models airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders
and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested
and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many models ajirplanes have a wing span up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build: but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio
interference cause the operator to lose control of the aircraft.

We often fly our models at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the

operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many



hour of enjoyment to thousands of" people like myself and

_contributes to the advancement and development of the commerclal
- aviation Lndustry. : S

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

S
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5261993
Dear MrMs. | Name ] (if to Representative):
_ Dear-Sermator-{—Name—] (if-to-Senator= Corgressman v ooy
- - _ Wavhng‘Jn DC.
[Begin with a description of the writer's interest. E.g., "I am retired and derive many hours of
._cn)O) 'ment from constructing and operating radio-controlled model airplancs.” Or, “I have been -
interested in aviation for as long as l-can remember. 1 am’ very active in a local club’ whose members
enjoy constructing and opcrating radio- -controlled modcl atrplanes. [ pcrsonally own _é: radios, 5
R/C modcls and have a workshop full of other products nccessary to operating my models.”)

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted
the new rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for R/C model use
and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability.

Our radio-control frequencics are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
prvate land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio-control frequencies in this band are far
enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
usc interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part 90 of the
rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safc use of R/C aircraft and surface models by keeping
10 Khz spacing betwcen fixed commercial uscrs and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. The new
Part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of fréquencics available to us,
cJiminating_safe usc of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (fort R/C aircraft) and 10 of

S - e _..—

When we operate our R/C models, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators
and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and usc of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is

diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequcnc:cs will become congested and the margin
of safety will be greatly decreascd.

I don’t think it is wisc of the FCC to scck 1o expand the operation conditions of land mobile
radio users at the expense of the radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business uscrs of radio, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio



Jimmie D. Cox
24621-B Barbees Grove Rd.
Oakboro NC 28129

2-22-93

Dear Congressman Bill Heafner,

I am very concerned about the proposed rules are currently
under consideration by Federal Communication Commission (FCC).
The proceding is the PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usabilty of frequencies curr-
ently assigned for Model Airplane use and increase the risk
of accidents and attendant for controlling model airplanes.

I have been intrested in model aviation for many years
and have built many planes, and I am still building. I also
have alot of money invested in all the equipment and acces-
ories, and am active in a Radio Control Airplane Club.

Now the FCC wants to creat more land mobile frequenCLes
by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging
the plan as aresult, many land mobile frequencies will move
more closer to the radio frequencies and will cause inter-
ferences to Radio Control frequencies.

I am told we have 50 frequencies that are presently
availably for radio control model airplanes, only 19 frequ-
encies will be left if the new rules are adoped.

We fly our airplanes with great safty by radio control,
but if the FCC rules go through the safty will be greatly
reduced for the operators and bystanders.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve
the operating conditions of the land mobile radio users at
the expense of Radio Control Modelers.The FCC may not think
we are as important as busines users of radios. But we have a
lot of money invested in our models and equipment. The hobbie
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people
including myself.

Please help me save the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Jimmie Dale Cox
AMA 457019



